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Rev. Joseph G. Fonti, S.T.L., Pastor

Rev. Italo Barozzi, In Residence
Msgr. Kevin B. Noone, In Residence

Deacon Joseph A. Freda

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturday - 9:00 A.M., 5:00 P.M. (Vigil)

Sunday - 8:00 A.M. (Bilingual),
10:00 A.M., 12:00 P.M.

WEEKDAY MASSES
September - June

Monday - Friday: 7:00 A.M., 9:00 A.M.
July - Labor Day

Monday - Friday: 8:00 A.M.

CONFESSION
Saturday 11:00 - 12:00 P.M.

and by appointment at the Rectory.

ST. MEL’S CATHOLIC ACADEMY
154-24 26th Ave., Flushing, NY 11354

(718) 539-8211 Fax (718) 539-6563
www.stmelsacademy.org
Board Chair: Stephen Somers

Principal: Lauren Giacalone,M.S.Childhood Ed., M.S.
School Leadership

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Kelsey Sheldon

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION
Paula Migliore

Faith Formation Office - (718) 461-9840
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BAPTISMS
Call the Rectory Office for information at least one month
in advance.

MARRIAGES
Call the Rectory Office for information and appointment
with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish.

NEW PARISHIONERS
We are always happy to welcome new parishioners into
the family of St. Mel. Stop in at the Rectory to register, ask
questions and meet the priests who gladly serve you.

PASTORAL CARE TO THE HOMEBOUND
We are concerned about parishioners who are
homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick.
If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is
unable to come to Mass - please do not hesitate to contact
the Rectory -718-886-0201. Visits will be happily
arranged for you.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & NOVENA
Each Monday after the 9:00 A.M. Mass.
Blessed Sacrament Devotions:
First Friday Adoration 9:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.
Daily Recitation of  the Rosary: 8:30 A.M.

EVANGELIZATION
If you know of any Catholic, who is not attending Church
or receiving the Sacraments and desires help in returning,
please call or refer them to one of the priests at 718-886-
0201. All information is confidential.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Weekends by Appointment Only
Emergencies any time.

Sunday, March 29, 2026





 
Today we begin the holiest week of the Church year. 

With palms raised high, we make a pledge to stay close to Christ as we 
recall in these sacred days His betrayal, suffering, death, and 
Resurrection. 

There are moments in life when we deliberately choose to stay close to 
someone we love—listening carefully, watching attentively, not wanting 
to miss an opportunity to support them. Holy Week invites us into that 
kind of closeness with Jesus: not from a distance, but with intention; not 
as observers, but as active participants in His saving work. 

And so, in this holiest of weeks, the Church beckons us to follow Jesus 
along this sacred path: 

• Palm Sunday – His joyful entrance into Jerusalem 

• Monday – His anointing at Bethany by Mary 

• Tuesday – His sobering words announcing Peter’s denial 

• Spy Wednesday – His betrayal by Judas 

• Holy Thursday – His gift of the Eucharist 

• Good Friday – His carrying of the Cross 

• Holy Saturday – His stillness in the tomb 

Easter Sunday – His triumphant Resurrection 

In these days, we are not merely remembering events of the past—we are invited to enter them: 
to stand at the table, to kneel at the Cross, to wait in the silence, and finally, to rejoice at the 
empty tomb. 

May we take these days seriously. May we walk them prayerfully. And may we arrive, with Christ, 
at the joy of new life. 

A blessed Holy Week, 

Father Fonti 
 

If you are unable to join us in person, our Holy Week services will be available via livestream: 
www.stmels-queens.org 

 

http://www.stmels-queens.org


Mass Intentions - March 29, 2026 
 

Saturday, March 28 

5:00 Carmelo Acquista  

Sunday, March 29 

8:00     Beatrice Delledera 

 Johnny Graci 

            Carmelo Giardina, Americo Chima, & Anna & Angelo Graci 

10:00  Sebastian Parisi 

12:00 Franco DiPietro 

Monday, March 30 

7:00 Jennifer Fiorino 

9:00 Pietro, Giovanna, & Giuseppe Barretta, & Frank Rappa 

Tuesday, March 31 

7:00 Vincent Paladino Sr. 

9:00 Nicanor Baltazar (6th Anniversary) 

Wednesday, April 1 

7:00 Giuseppe Licata (Happy Birthday in Heaven) 

9:00 Seagrave, Kehoe, Harte, & Briscoe Families 

Thursday,  April 2 Holy Thursday 

9:00 Morning Prayers  

7:30PM Mass of The Lords Supper 

Friday, April 3 Good Friday 

9:00 Morning Prayer 

3:00PM Passion of The Lord 

7:30PM Stations of The Cross 

Saturday, April 4  Holy Saturday 

9:00 Morning Prayers 

7:30PM Easter Novena  

Sunday, April 5 Easter 

7:30 Jennifer Fiorino 

9:00     Carmelo Giardina, Americo Chima, & Anna & Angelo Graci 

 Bettina Carroccio & Mariana Mondello 

 Nicolette Sadallah 

 John & Teresa Ribarich 

 Norma & Ugo Ciacco 

10:30 Dr. Ralph Parisi 

12:00 Antonio & Giuseppe Guccione, Grace Valenza, & Anna & 

 Angelo Graci 

 

Bread and Wine 

This week the Bread and Wine are 
donated In Loving Memory of: 

Jennifer Fiorina 

 

Sanctuary Candles 

This week the Sanctuary Candle is  

donated  in Loving Memory of: 
 

Plinio Lucciola 

Given by: Joe, Suzanne, Emilio, & 
Lena 

Newly Enrolled in the Purgatorial 
Society 

February, 2026 

Charles D’Angelo 

Maureen Serafin 

Damaris Lopez 

Amelia Marie Lore 

Ralph Natale 

Altar Candles 

This week the Altar Candles are 
donated in Loving Memory of: 

Jennifer Fiorino 

Given by: Midge Snee 
 
 

 

Lelio & Roberto Mazzoni 

Maria & Michele Scopa 

Ingrid Donovan 

Arioban Ortiz 

Marilyn Rodriguez 



In your prayers… 
Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers for the sick members of our community and for all 
who are in need.  Amen 

We pray for all those who are sick, especially: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray for those recently deceased from our parish:   

• Matt Z. 

• Lisa Sperrazza 

• Susan Trezioso 

• Nick Roberto 

• Pasqualina Lucciola 

• Julia Rollo 

• Francesca Cecile 

• Angelo Ragonese 

• Nick O’Donnell 

• Patricia O’Donnell 

• Kristian Mendez 

• Jennifer Russo 

• Roseann Orlando 

• Tom Sammel 

• Freda Cassini 

• Jacinta Carolan 

• Assunta Goldone 

• Kruno Pandzic 

• Carol Sturm 

• Martha Catul 

• Dominick Fortino 

• RoseAnn Dell Apenna 

• Alida Addeo 

• Yolanda Gatti 

• Carmen A. Leites 

• Anthony Marino 

• George Behringer 

• Avery Santiago 

• Susan Caraher 

• Brian Finnerty 

• Lee Ragusa 

• Paul Adessa 

• Joanne Perricelli Drenckhahn 

• Dottie Giordano 

• Siena Rose Romagnuolo 

• David G. 

• Rosa Annibale 

• Mia Elizabeth Skaats 

• Nicky O’Donnell 

• Jimmy Caraher 

• John Holmes 

• Venice Hernandez 

• Eileen McBride 

• Cami Yandoli 

• Lynn Gallagher 

• Niki Angelopoulous 

• Bryan Day 

• Theresa Bedell 

• Angela Infantino 

• Giovanna Palmese 

• Olga Scopa 

• Tom Hummel 

• Bob Mistretta 

• Lester Kuczynski 

• Beverly Ilchert 

• Patricia Suarz 

• Lena Bae 

• Antoinette Ruotolo 

• Giovanna Mazzoni 

• James Burns 

• Giovanni Badalamente 

• Kaylie Santana 

• Michelle Milano 

• Joseph Onorato 

• Jean Cettina 

• Jean Felts 

• Denise Breidenbach 

• Kathleen O’Connell  

• Ann Edman 

• Angela Natale 

• Luisa Frustaci 

• David Mavrovic 

• Gabriel Angulo 

• Thomas McNamara 

• Joan Brennan 

• Lorretta Iamielli 

• Susan Lang 

• John McDwer 

• Joey Ortiz 

• Patricia Lamagna 

• Paul Malichek 

• Tom Everitt 

• Eileen Lennon 

• Francie Woods 

• Amber 

• Joanne Fennell 

• Francesca Yelleco 

• Anna Somers 

• Donna Kozlowski 

 

Heavenly Father, watch with us 

over your children, especially 

baby Nicole Marin, and grant that 

she may be restored to health. 

Comfort her family, especially her 

parents, Frank and Catherine, in 

their time of worry, and let them 

feel your presence and peace. 

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Heavenly Father, watch with us 

over your children, especially, Baby 

Nicole Marin, and grant that she 

may be restored to health. Comfort 

her family, especially her parents, 

Frank and Catherine, in their time 

of worry, and let them feel your 

presence and peace. Through Christ 

our Lord.  Amen.  

The generous giving of so many parishioners and friends has sustained our 

pastoral ministry and outreach. If you would like to make a donation simply scan 

the QR code. 

Your gift will help us to continue celebrating the Sacraments, servicing those in 

need, deepening the faith, hope, and love of our parish community. Thank you 

for your support and prayers.  

-Father Fonti 

Together in Faith, Together in Giving 



 

 



2:00 PM - 5:00 PM & 

7:00 PM—9:00 PM 



Connect with St Mel using the 

 Free Social App Tabella 

Tabella is a fully Catholic app where you can enjoy 

Catholic content to grow in the faith. The Tabella 

app is available in English/ Spanish and has the 

biggest library of Catholic audio devotional content.  

If you currently receive parish communications 

through Flocknote, be sure to download this app to 

your phone as it will eventually replace Flocknote 

for parish communications. This app is very easy 

to use and when there is a post from us you will 

get a push notification on your phone.  

In the meantime, use all the resources available on 

this app to nurture your faith.  

Step 1: Just scan the QR code to the left.  

Step 2: Find and Follow St Mel Church. Use the 

Communities tab and search for “11354” Then 

click the “follow” Button on our church profile. You 

are now all set.  

Flocknotes 

Stay Connected to St. Mel’s Church 

Go to:  http://stmelsrcchurch.flocknote.com 
or you can find the app, Flocknote 

 

 This will bring you to the sign up page to 
enter your name, email address, and mobile 
phone number.  You will be asked to verify 
your email  or mobile number or both if 
given.   

 

Once you have your information verified you 
will be asked to create a password. 

Then you will just follow the directions on 

the site. 

Once all is complete you will be set up to 

receive updates from Fr. Fonti. 

 

 

 Paschal Candle Memorial 
 

If you wish to be part of this year’s Paschal Candle 

Memorial, please come to the rectory during office 

hours (9:00am-3:00pm Monday to Friday) with your 

offering of $50.  There is no limit to the number of 

participants.  

 

The candle will be lit at all Masses - Easter through 

Pentecost (50 Days) - Deadline is March 27th.  A 

special page with your memorial intention will be in 

the bulletin until Pentecost, June 24th. 



 



 

Two of our recently confirmed 8th graders gave witness talks at last 

Sunday's 10 AM Mass. Their words were powerfully inspiring! I'm moved 

to share these beautiful faith reflections with the entire parish.  

 Keo Ma St. Mel's Catholic Academy  
 

 I was not born with a predetermined belief in Christianity, instead, I made the 
choice to follow Christianity.  My journey as a Christian began when my parents invested in 
Catholic education for me here at St. Mel's when I was three years old.  Not only did I 
receive a quality education in a safe environment, I came to know and learn about Jesus' 
love through my teachers and pastor (if anyone remembers Father Lee).  I recalled my 
parents bringing me and my sister to St. Mel's Church for the first time on a Sunday during 
the covid, we were sitting in the back close to the doors of the sacristy, and I asked my 
mother "Can we go down and sit in the middle so I can see the altar?"  Even at a young age, 
something about Christianity drew me in, and I found myself wanting to be part of it in a 
deeper way.  When I was six years old, I approached my pastor, Father Fonti, and asked to 
be baptized.  He agreed, but only if my parents gave their consent.  When I asked them, they 
supported my decision to become a Christian Catholic.  That same year, I received 
Penance and Communion, marking a transformative year in my spiritual life.  Experiencing 
these sacraments helped me understand that faith is not just something I believe in, yet 
something I live out through my actions and choices.  Receiving Communion for the first 
time made me feel connected to the Church in a deeper way, and Penance taught me the 
importance of reflection, forgiveness, and starting again.  Looking back, I realize that these 
moments helped lay the foundation for the faith I continue to grow in today.  
 Here I am, at St Mel's Church, which I call it my home away from home.  I am 
grateful for my parents, my teachers, my pastor now Father Fonti, whom all teach me and 
equip me with a precious gift, an indispensable tool that I will carry on with me, that is, the 
Catholic faith.  I want to receive the sacrament of Confirmation because I want to 
strengthen my personal relationship with Jesus and deepen my commitment to the Church. 
 I want to follow the guide of the Holy Spirit through high school and beyond as I grow older 
and take on greater responsibility.  I see Confirmation as choosing my faith again, with a 
deeper understanding and maturity than I was six years ago.  
 In preparation for the reception of Sacrament of Confirmation, I have continued to 
pray, dedicate time to learn more about my faith, and devote myself to services to others.  
Particularly, being an altar server helps enhance my understanding and connection to the 
liturgy.  One of the most memorable moments was on Christmas Eve during the Midnight 
Mass.  Being in church at a time when I was supposed to be sound asleep felt surreal; the 
peace and quiet, the candles, and the soft hymns made the celebration feel sacred.  
Moments like this serve as a reminder to me why altar serving is a crucial part of my 
spiritual life.  
 Right now as I finished preparing for Confirmation, I felt that my 
relationship with Christ is becoming stronger and more personal.  One 
remarkable difference I notice is that I've grown more comfortable 
conversing with God.  I'm aware that I am still growing - I'm not perfect 
in my faith - but I feel closer to God now than I did before.  As I have 
mentioned, my parents were not baptized to be Roman Catholic but 
they have supported me and my sister to practice my faith as a 
Christian.  Numerous times my parents have shared with me their 
interest in joining the program for the Rites of Christian Initiation.  I 
hope that as I continue to live out my faith daily, I can influence my 
parents and encourage them to soon take the step.  
 One year from now, I hope to weave faith into every part of my 
life, not just on Sundays.  I want to build habits, such as going to 
Confession more regularly and reading Scripture daily, that stay with 
me. For years to come.  I plan to continue serving at mass, whether in 
St. Mel's or in my high school, and to remain active in my parish 
community.  Above all, I pray to become more aware of the Holy 
Spirit's guidance and more confident in prayer as I grow in my spiritual 
life.  I hope that through Confirmation, I can continue becoming the 
person God calls me to be. 



 

Sebastian Barongi St. Mel’s Religious Education Program 

 

There are many reasons I want to receive the sacrament of Confirmation, but the main 

reason is that at this point, I can’t imagine life without God. I know this may come as a surprise to 

my teachers over the  years, as well as to Father Fonti, because sometimes I talk too much to my 

friends and I don’t  always listen in class - but I have listened at least 95% of the time. And, to tell 

you the truth, God has  spoken  loud and clear 100% of the time.  I know this because I truly feel I 

take God with me every where I go, and no one asks me to do it.  I try to be kind, caring, and a good 

person. I bless myself and pray before I eat every meal. I wear a Cross, and am proud to. In addition, 

I was accepted into three Catholic high schools for the Fall, and I plan to attend one of them. This is 

because I want both religion and God to be part of each and every day. I want Him to guide me in 

school and in sports. While I don’t judge others or their beliefs, in my opinion, a world without God 

and faith is a very sad world. Also, I’m getting older and more mature, so I think it’s time to receive 

the Holy Spirit and actively serve God and others, as opposed to just take Religion classes. I feel this 

will deepen my bond with God, which is already pretty strong.   This is why I want to receive the 

sacrament of Confirmation.  

 To prepare for Confirmation, I have taken eight years of Religion classes, attended Church, 

and lived a life of faith, kindness, and compassion.  I was also happy to complete service hours as 

one of our projects. Confirmation is a very special Sacrament because we take the commitment we 

made at Baptism to serve Christ, the Church, and others, and go out into the world and live it.  

 

 The older I get, the more I trust my ability to listen carefully to the Holy Spirit and trust  

the Holy Spirit in my life. I intend to continue to live my life as a Roman Catholic by leading with 

God in my actions, and by remembering to pray to Him at the times it is hardest to have faith and 

believe. These are some of my biggest spiritual goals. Last year, one of my uncles passed away. He 

was sick and died way too young. Uncle Jimmy was my Godfather, which 

means he was here at the sacrament of Baptism. He was one of my best 

buds and biggest supporters. To go through that at 12 years old was very 

tough. I got through it not only with the support of my family, but with the 

help of God as well. This weekend, I am blessed to have one of my other 

uncles as my sponsor, my Uncle Joe. I love and admire my Uncle Joe very 

much, and he is very important to me.  And, I am proud to say that even 

though he passed away last year, my Uncle Jimmy is actually here with all 

of us today, too. I am wearing a chain that represents him. In addition, my 

Confirmation name is James, after my Uncle Jimmy. I can think of no 

greater honor. This might be the biggest reason of all that I want to receive 

the Sacrament of Confirmation, and why I feel I am ready for it.   



 STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 

 FRIDAYS OF THE LENT  

 

1:00 PM (Italian) 

 

7:00 PM (English) 

 

“We Adore You, O Christ, and We 

Praise You. Because by Your Holy 

Cross, You Have Redeemed the World.”  

 



March 15, 2026 
Mass Attendance Total = 903 

5:00 PM—203 

8:00 AM—140 

10:00 AM—340 

12:00 PM—220 

The First Step is always the hardest. It’s made easier 
when it is not taken alone.  

 

St. Mel’s hosts 3 Weekly Meetings: 

Mondays – 6:00 PM (Big Book) 

Mondays – 7:30 PM (Beginners) 

Thursdays – 8:00 PM  (Open Meeting) 

Meetings are held in Serenity Hall.  Entrance on 26th 

Ave / School Yard 

Bundle Saturday—St. Vincent dePaul 

The next bundle Saturday will be April 11th.  St. 

Vincent de Paul will have a truck in the St. Mel’s 

parking lot from 9:00am—12:00pm.  

Lightly used clothing is needed. They also accept 

shoes, handbags, towels, and linens. Thank you for 

your generosity.  

Cenacles of Life  

St. Mel’s Church 

 

Sacrifice one hour every Thursday at 11:00 

AM. We pray the Rosary and specific prayers 

that promote the culture of life. Please join us 

in the church (chapel if a funeral.) 

Monday, April 6th  



 

 





Caring for families for over 100 years 
 
 
 
 

Ray the Handyman 
All home repairs. Basic & advanced 

electrical, most appliances, tile, locks, 
windows, doors. Basic & advanced 
plumbing, hot water heater service  
& installation. Gas boiler inspection  

& service. 25 years experience. 
St Mel Parishioner 
917-519-4560

Dr. Paul Addeo 
 

Family Dentistry 
With 

A Gentle Touch 
 

539-6655 
Days - Evening.  

142-04 Bayside Ave. 
Flushing

 Celebrating 30 years serving  
Northern Italian Cuisine 

Available for all catering events: 
  Christenings • Showers • Graduations   

      Birthdays • Funeral Luncheons 
Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner 

718-746-8456  
154-03 Cross Island Parkway, Whitestone, NY  

FOX’S GIFT SHOP  718-463-9674 
159-02 Northern Blvd. Flushing 

“The Largest Selection Of Favors  
For All Occcasions” 

Invitations • Save The Date • Cake Toppers 
Crystal • Dinnerware • Flatware • Silver  

Giftware •Fancy Photo Frames•Toasting Glasses 
• Satin & Silk Ensembles • Figurines  

• Garters & so much more 
Unique Gifts For Every Budget

 
FREE PROTECTED AND  

ENCLOSED PARKING IN REAR 
Service The Way You Remember It! 

Whitestone 
PHARMACY 
150-43B 14th Ave. 

(718) 767-0618 
Free Pick Up & Delivery 

Surgicals • Notary 
Public 

 
Si Parla Italiano 

Roberto & Nella Viola 
Your Mom & Pop Store Is Back! 

Marino Bros. 
Supermarket 

Hot & Cold Catering 
Gourmet Italian Specialty 

Items H Domestic & Imported Cheeses 
Boars Head Cold Cuts 

539-4078 
163-07  29th Ave., Flushing

SKINNER  
Plumbing & Heating Corp 

Licensed & Insured  

(718) 343-8260 
240- 21 Braddock Ave., Bellerose 
24 Hour Emergency Service  

Caroline Konnoth Physical Therapy, P.C. 
PT SOLUTIONS THAT HELP YOU REACH HIGHER 

149-65 24th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 
718-359-1006 and 718-445-1006 
Monday through Saturday and late Evenings

The Next Move is Yours  
Knowlegable  

• Trusted • Reliable 
A Cut Above the Rest 

Biagia “Gina” D’Amico  
646-773-2301 

Biagia.damico@elliman.com 

Gisele “Gigi” Politoski 
516-815-9300 

Gisele.politoski@elliman.com

#199 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

Martin A.  
Funeral Home L.L.C.

Northern Italian Cuisine 

149-20 Northern Blvd. 
Flushing, N.Y. 11354 

718-359-6300

The last family owned  
funeral firm in this bulletin 

Also located in Bayside & Whitestone 
Visit our website:  

www.gleasonsfuneral.com

Family owned and operated by 
John Aloysius Golden & 

Thomas A. Golden III

QUALITY CUSTOM DESIGNS 
PLANS - PERMITS - APPROVALS

718-762-8997       www.FPArchitect.com

This Firm is Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corporation International, 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 •  (713) 522-5141

F©rederick F©uneral Home
192-15 NORTHERN BOULEVARD • FLUSHING, NY • (718) 357-6100 • www.frederick-fh.com

FUNERALS • CREMATION • ADVANCE FUNERAL PLANNING • 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE • NATIONAL TRANSFERABILITY • VETERANS GUIDE

Performing Arts Centre 
208-42 Cross Island Parkway 

Bayside, NY 11360 
P: 718.279.3980 
F: 718.279.3981 

www.nadiadance.net 
Nadia’s Performing Arts Centre

•Painting •Carpentry • Tile Work 
• Plaster and Skimcoat•Sheetrock • Cement Work 

• Flooring •Upgrade Kitchens & Bath 

 Village Handyman 
Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates /Owner Operated  
•Senior Discount/ Local and Reliable

 (718) 225-4171 
(347) 514-5701
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