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Rev. Joseph G. Fonti, S.T.L., Pastor
Rev. Italo Barozzi, In Residence

Msgr. Kevin B. Noone, In Residence
Deacon Joseph A. Freda

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturday - 9:00 A.M., 5:00 P.M. (Vigil)
Sunday - 7:30 A.M., 9:00 A.M. (Italian),

10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.

WEEKDAY MASSES
September - June

Monday - Friday: 7:00 A.M., 9:00 A.M.
July - Labor Day

Monday - Friday: 8:00 A.M.

CONFESSION
Saturday 11:00 - 12:00 P.M.

and by appointment at the Rectory.

ST. MEL’S CATHOLIC ACADEMY
154-24 26th Ave., Flushing, NY 11354

(718) 539-8211 Fax (718) 539-6563
www.stmelsacademy.org
Board Chair: Dominick Yezzo

Principal: Mrs. Amy Barron, M.A., M.S.Ed.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Kelsey Sheldon

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION
Paula Migliore

Faith Formation Office - (718) 461-9840
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BAPTISMS
Call the Rectory Office for information at least one month
in advance.

MARRIAGES
Call the Rectory Office for information and appointment
with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish.

NEW PARISHIONERS
We are always happy to welcome new parishioners into
the family of St. Mel. Stop in at the Rectory to register, ask
questions and meet the priests who gladly serve you.

PASTORAL CARE TO THE HOMEBOUND
We are concerned about parishioners who are
homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick.
If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is
unable to come to Mass - please do not hesitate to contact
the Rectory -718-886-0201. Visits will be happily
arranged for you.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & NOVENA
Each Monday after the 9:00 A.M. Mass.
Blessed Sacrament Devotions:
First Friday Adoration 9:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.
Daily Recitation of  the Rosary: 8:30 A.M.

EVANGELIZATION
If you know of any Catholic, who is not attending Church
or receiving the Sacraments and desires help in returning,
please call or refer them to one of the priests at 718-886-
0201. All information is confidential.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Weekends by Appointment Only
Emergencies any time.

Sunday, November 5, 2023



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
I grew-up like many who are reading these few lines with a rotary phone, a 
transistor radio, and a TV with “bunny ears.”  
 
While these are considered primitive and outdated today, they did not 
always need technical support when they went on the fritz. A good slam on 
the side of the television or fresh 9 V battery seemed to snap them back into 
shape. 
 
So much for advancement. In these modern times you lose one service, you 
lose all service. 
 
Earlier in the week the rectory lost its internet service. For over 24 hrs. we 
had no phones, TV, doorbell, or live-stream capability.  
 

Would you believe that after 2 Spectrum service calls, the problem was resolved by a simple plug-in; 
the first tech unplugged a key power plug from the wall socket.   
 
Imagine if all of life’s problems were so easily resolved. 
 
Prayer is our “plug-in” to God.  
 
Concerned about the challenges of this present age, let us stay connected to our true “power source” 
for He never fails to provide us with direction, comfort,  and hope.  
 
Father Fonti  

 

 



 

 

Mass Intentions - November 5, 2023 

 

SAT         11/4 

5:00  Thomas Piazza 

SUN        11/5 

7:30 Dolores  Gioe 

9:00 Domenico & Maria Csabianca & Domenico Petruso 

 Giovanna & Vito LaPuma & Martina & Salvatore Bacarella 

 Maria Petruso 

 Francesco Canale 

10:30       Peter LaRocca 

12:00       Giuseppina LoBrutto 

MON 11/6 

7:00 All Souls Novena 

9:00 Carlos Alberto Espinosa  

TUES      11/7 

7:00 Margaret Naughton,  Annie Bauer, Margaret & Ben Bauer 

9:00 Alberto Frisoni 

WED.      11/8 

7:00 All Souls Novena 

9:00 Ada Bruzze 

THURS.  11/9 

7:00 All Souls Novena 

9:00 Stephen Brian Mocarski (19th Anniversary in Heaven) 

FRI.         11/10 

9:00 Frederick H. Kelly 

SAT         11/11 

9:00 Plinio Lucciola & Pasqualina Lucciola (Living) 

 Ziggy Wartski 

5:00  Alex Fazzi 

SUN        11/12 

7:30 The People of The Parish 

9:00 Rita DiCamillo 

 Sebastian Parisi 

 Lina Pellarin 

 Americo Chima, Anna & Angelo Graci, & Carmelo Giardina 

 Giuseppe Zuccarello 

 Francesco Canale 

 Domenick Lobasso 

 Antonio Lalicata 

10:30       Filomena Monti Fraraccio 

12:00       Giovanni Pancheri 

Sanctuary Candles 
 

This week the Sanctuary 
Candle is donated in Loving 

Memory of: 

 
 

Dr. Victoria Tripodi 
We will always remember 

you. 
 

Given by: Your Friends 

Newly Enrolled in the  
Purgatorial Society 

 

September, 2023 
 

Mario Andreani 
Flavia Contratti 
Marie Guerriero 
Carmen Rivera 

Bob & June Murphy 
 
 
 

The Purgatorial Mass is offered on the  
First Friday of each month at 7:00am.  
Enrollment in the Purgatorial  Society is 
for the period of one year. 

Bread & Wine 
 

This week the Bread and Wine 
are donated  in Loving 

Memory of: 
 

The Iemma & Soressi 
Families 

 
Given by: Mr. & Mrs. 

James Soressi 
 

Altar Candles 
 

This week the Altar Candles 
are donated in Loving Memory 

of: 
 

Thomas Piazza 
 

Given by: The Sullivan & 
Nocer Families 



 

 

In your prayers… 
 
Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers for 
the sick members of our community and for all who 
are in need.  Amen 
 

We pray for all those who are sick, especially: 

 
We pray for those recently deceased from our parish: 

Domenico Lobasso & Antonio Lalicata 

• Matt Z. 

• Lisa Sperazza 

• Susan Trezioso 

• Nick Roberto 

• Pasqualina Lucciola 

• Julia Rollo 

• Francesca Cecile 

• Angelo Ragonese 

• Nick O’Donnell 

• Patricia O’Donnell 

• Kristian Mendez 

• Jennifer Russo 

• Roseann Orlando 

• Barbara Ann Luisi 

• Tom Sammel 

• Freda Cassini 

• Jacinta Carolan 

• Assunta Goldone 

• Kruno Pandzic 

• Carol Sturm 

• Martha Catul 

• Dominick Fortino 

• RoseAnn Dell Apenna 

• Alida Addeo 

• Yolanda Gatti 

• Patricia Parrish 

• Carmen A. Leites 

• Carollynn Freeda 

• Anthony Marino 

• Mario Sumberac 

• Helen Sumberac 

• George Behringer 

• Avery Santiago 

• Ari Ortiz 

• Susan Caraher 

• Brian Finnerty 

• Robert Muller 

• Lee Ragusa 

• Paul Adessa 

• Joanne Perricelli 
Drenckhahn 

• Dottie Giordano 

• Siena Rose Romagnuolo 

• David G. 

• Rosa Annibale 

• Patricia White 

• Mia Elizabeth Skaats 

• Nicky O’Donnell 

• Jimmy Caraher 

• John Holmes 

• Venice Hernandez 

• Eileen McBride 

• Cami Yandoli 

• Lynn Gallagher 

• John Paul Yezzo 

• Niki Angelopoulous 

• Valerie Albano Krug 

• Bryan Day 

• Theresa Bedell 

• Karen Youdell 

• Angela Infantino 

• Carol VitoBello 

• Giovanna Palmese 

• Anthony Rubinich 

• Olga Scopa 

• Tom Hummel 

• Edda Iacona 

 

A Prayer for Increasing Enrollment in  
Catholic Schools 

 
O Good and Gracious God, 
We praise and thank you for the students in 
our school. It is a sacred privilege to continue 
the teaching mission of your Son, Jesus. We 
hear His words in our hearts: “Let the children 
come to me! Do not hinder them.” 

Lord, we are doing everything we can so that 
no child is hindered from coming to our 
school. We advertise, we market; we 
strategize and plan. Show us what more do we 
need to do, Lord? 

Listen to our prayers as we ask you, Lord, to 
remove whatever hinders parents from 
choosing a Catholic school for their children. 
Guide their thinking and their decisions. May 
our desire to form a partnership with them be 
a source of hope and encouragement. Bless 
our efforts to meet funding challenges so that 
we can fulfill our commitment to be a school 
for all. 

Lord, hold Mrs. Barron, our teachers, staff, 
our students and their families in Your loving, 
protective embrace. 

And thank you for blessing St. Mel’s with a 
hopeful  and promising future. Amen. 

Parish Partnerships are seriously being 
considered for our deanery and throughout our  
diocese. To help us understand the process, I 
will be publishing in our weekly bulletin our 
Sunday Mass attendance numbers so that if in 
the future there is a change made to our Mass 
schedule, we will understand that the change 
was not solely predicated on the number of 
parish priests, but on the data.  
 

 

October 29, 2023 

Mass Attendance Total = 760 
 

5:00 PM—136 

7:30 AM—87 

9:00 AM—109 

10:30 AM—308 

12:00 PM—120 

 

Friday, November 10th  
Veterans Day will be observed.  

 
There will only be one Mass at 9:00 AM and 
the Rectory office will be closed. 



 

 

2024 MASS BOOK OPENING 
Tuesday, November 7th 

9:00 am—3:00 pm 
 
 
The Mass Book for 2024 will open Tuesday, November 7th.  Once again we ask those who 
will be offering Masses to fill out the Mass Offering form and drop it off on November 7th 
from 9am until 3pm. When you drop off your form we will indicate your number of receipt 
and process the Masses you request in the order we received them.   
 
Please fill out the form completely: your name and phone number, the names, dates, and 
times of your Mass intention and/or weekly gifts (bread and wine, altar candles, and 
sanctuary candle) requests. The usual offering of each announced Mass intention is $15 and 
$50 for each weekly gift request. Please have your offering with your requests. Checks 
should be made out to St. Mel’s Church. We do ask that you give alternative days and times 
in case we cannot accommodate your first choice. Your Masses will be confirmed by phone 
starting the following week. As usual we are limiting each parishioner to only 3 Masses and 
3 weekly gifts.  Your requests will be fulfilled according to the number you will receive at 
the time of drop off.  
 
We would like to give families who have recently buried a love one or will be in the 
upcoming year the opportunity to have available Masses. Please be sensitive to this 
request.  We do have two Masses each week with collective/multiple intentions at 9:00 am 
on Saturdays and Sundays.  We can accommodate 10 families for these Masses. 
 
Any questions contact the rectory office at 718-886-0201 ext. 110. 
 
St. Mel’s Church 
26-15 154th Street 
Flushing, NY 11354 
 
office@stmels-queens.org 



 

 

Tuesday, November 7th  

November 7th 

the following week. 

2024 



 

 



 

 



 

 

RACHEL’S HELPERS 
  

 

A Post-Abortion Ministry for Women 

Forgiven and Set Free is a program for women 

who had an abortion and are seeking spiritual 

healing. Sponsored by the Diocese of Brooklyn, 

participants meet in small group settings. 

For more information: 347-702-2352 

No Fee & All Calls are Confidential.  

Bundle Saturday 
 

Our next Bundle Saturday will take place on  
January 13 from 9am to 12 noon in the St. 
Mel’s Parking Lot.  Clothing in good 
condition is needed. 
 
If you are considering selling your truck , 
car, or van  the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul will give back to our church whether it 
is running or not— $50/$100 per vehicle.  
Call: 718-491-2525 

The Cenacles of Life  
 

The Cenacles of Life are prayer groups that pray 
as the Blessed Mother and the Apostles prayed in 
the Upper Room, awaiting the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost. They pray – as should all Catholics – to 
stop the killing of the unborn, sick, and disabled. 
The goal of the Prayer Group: restore respect for 
the sanctity of life which has so frighteningly 
eroded in our country and world. Please come and 
pray with St. Mel’s Cenacle of Life: Thursdays @ 
11:00 AM in the church. 
—————————————————— 
I Cenacoli della Vita sono gruppi di preghiera che 
pregano come pregarono la Madonna e gli 
Apostoli nel Cenacolo, in attesa dello Spirito 
Santo a Pentecoste. Pregano—come dovrebbero 
tutti i cattolici—per fermare l’uccisione di 
nascituri, malati e disabili. L’obiettivo del gruppo 
di preghiera: ripristinare il rispetto per las santitá 
della vita che ha così spaventosamente eroso nel 
nostro Paese e nel mondo. Per favore, venite a 
pregare con il Cenacolo della Vita di San Mel: 
giovedì alle 11:00 in chiesa. 



 

 

 
 
 

Stay Connected to St. Mel’s Church 
 

Go to:  http://stmelsrcchurch.flocknote.com or you can find the app, Flocknote 
  
This will bring you to the sign up page to enter your name, email address, and mobile phone number.  
You will be asked to verify your email  or mobile number or both if given.   
 
Once you have your information verified you will be asked to create a password. 
 
Then you will just follow the directions on the site. 
 
Once all is complete you will be set up to receive updates from Fr. Fonti. 

 Connect with St Mel using the 
 Free Social App Tabella 

 
Tabella is a fully Catholic app where 
you can enjoy Catholic content to 
grow in the faith. The Tabella app is 
available in English/ Spanish and 
has the biggest library of Catholic 
audio devotional content.  
If you currently receive parish com-
munications through Flocknote, be 
sure to download this app to your 
phone as it will eventually replace 
Flocknote for parish communica-
tions. This app is very easy to use 
and when there is a post from us 
you will get a push notification on 
your phone.  
In the meantime, use all the re-
sources available on this app to nur-
ture your faith.  
 

Step 1: Just scan the QR code to 
the left.  
Step 2: Find and Follow St Mel 
Church. Use the Communities tab 
and search for “11354” Then click 
the “follow” Button on our church 
profile. You are now all set.  



 

 

 
Saint Mel’s Leisure Club meets every Monday at 1:30 PM in Father 
O’Malley Hall. Some come for bingo. Some to play cards or board 
games. All come for what the Club offers: friendship and 
camaraderie. We extend a warm welcome to all parish seniors and 
to all seniors living within our neighborhood: Consider spending 
Monday afternoons with us. You could start your own table with 
those who share your interests. Chess, checkers, mahjong, book 
club - the possibilities are endless! Coffee and cake are at every 
meeting and during the holidays we host special celebrations. Our 
First Meeting for 2023-2024 was on Monday, September 18

th
. 

Entrance to O’Malley Hall is through the main doors of the church. 
For more information or to leave a message for the Leisure Club 
President, Ann Farrelly, call the rectory office: (718) 886-0201 x 
110.  
 

St. Mel’s Leisure Club 

  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

2nd Annual Parish 
Christmas Party 

 
December 9th 

 
Sponsored by: 

The Men’s Club 
 

Details to Follow 

Pennies for Presents 
November 18—19 

 
The Girls Scouts will be having their Annual 
Pennies for Presents collection. Each year 
they have collected loose change after each 
Mass to help some needy families celebrate 
Christmas.  As in the past we hope  St. Mel’s 
parishioners can generously support this 
outreach.   



 

 

 
The First Step is always the 
hardest. It’s made easier when 
it is not taken alone.  
 
St. Mel’s hosts 2 Weekly 
Meetings: 
 
Mondays – 7:30 PM (Beginners) 
Thursdays – 8:00 PM  
 
Meetings are held in Serenity 
Hall.  Entrance on 26th Ave / 
School Yard 

 

St. Lukes Church 
 

Join us in 
Monsignor Tosi Pastoral Care Center 

 
Bring dessert if you can 

 
Call Damiana (718)746-6269 

If you would like to recite in your own dialect. 

 
All are welcome! Venite Tutti! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With Thanksgiving near, our neighbors at 
St. Andrew’s invite us to join them in 
stocking the shelves at two of our deanery 
Food Pantries: St. Michael’s and St. Fidelis. 
Non-perishable food items will be collected 
at St. Andrew’s the weekend of Nov 18th-
19th before and after all weekend Masses. 
Mass times: Saturday: 4 PM, Sunday: 8 AM, 
9:30 AM, & 11 AM.   



 

 

 



 

 

 



Caring for families for over 100 years 
 
 
 
 

Ray the Handyman 
All home repairs. Basic & advanced 

electrical, most appliances, tile, locks, 
windows, doors. Basic & advanced 
plumbing, hot water heater service  
& installation. Gas boiler inspection  

& service. 25 years experience. 
St Mel Parishioner 
917-519-4560

 Celebrating 30 years serving  
Northern Italian Cuisine 

Available for all catering events: 
  Christenings • Showers • Graduations   

      Birthdays • Funeral Luncheons 
Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner 

718-746-8456  
154-03 Cross Island Parkway, Whitestone, NY  

Marino Bros. 
Supermarket 

Hot & Cold Catering 
Gourmet Italian Specialty 

Items H Domestic & Imported Cheeses 
Boars Head Cold Cuts 

539-4078 
163-07  29th Ave., Flushing

FOX’S GIFT SHOP  718-463-9674 
159-02 Northern Blvd. Flushing 

“The Largest Selection Of Favors  
For All Occcasions” 

Invitations • Save The Date • Cake Toppers 
Crystal • Dinnerware • Flatware • Silver  

Giftware •Fancy Photo Frames•Toasting Glasses 
• Satin & Silk Ensembles • Figurines  

• Garters & so much more 
Unique Gifts For Every Budget

 
FREE PROTECTED AND  

ENCLOSED PARKING IN REAR 
Service The Way You Remember It! 

Whitestone 
PHARMACY 
150-43B 14th Ave. 

(718) 767-0618 
Free Pick Up & Delivery 

Surgicals • Notary 
Public 

 
Si Parla Italiano 

Roberto & Nella Viola 
Your Mom & Pop Store Is Back! 

 
Long Term Skilled Nursing Care • Short-Term Rehab 

IV Hydration & Antibiotic Therapy  
 Hospice, Respite & Palliative Care 

165 Chapin Parkway, Jamaica Hills, NY  
718-739-2523 

Visit us online at www.chapinhome.org

SKINNER  
Plumbing & Heating Corp 

Licensed & Insured  

(718) 343-8260 
240- 21 Braddock Ave., Bellerose 
24 Hour Emergency Service  

Caroline Konnoth Physical Therapy, P.C. 
PT SOLUTIONS THAT HELP YOU REACH HIGHER 

149-65 24th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 
718-359-1006 and 718-445-1006 
Monday through Saturday and late Evenings

Dr. Paul Addeo 
 

Family Dentistry 
With 

A Gentle Touch 
 

539-6655 
Days - Evening.  

142-04 Bayside Ave. 
Flushing

 

 
Manny Delmas Ins Agcy Inc 

Manny Delmas, Agent 
25-02 Francis Lewis Blvd.  

718-424-5353 
manny.delmas.jfpj@statefarm.com
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Martin A.  
Funeral Home L.L.C.

Northern Italian Cuisine 

149-20 Northern Blvd. 
Flushing, N.Y. 11354 

718-359-6300

The last family owned  
funeral firm in this bulletin 

Also located in Bayside & Whitestone 
Visit our website:  

www.gleasonsfuneral.com

Family owned and operated by 
John Aloysius Golden & 

Thomas A. Golden III

QUALITY CUSTOM DESIGNS 
PLANS - PERMITS - APPROVALS

718-762-8997       www.FPArchitect.com

72 year old male looking for a 
companion to assist with daily 

household activities and chores 
(i.e cooking, cleaning, shopping). 
Schedule 3-4 days a week for 

4-5 hours per day. 
 Must be able to speak 

Italian or Sicilian.  
 

Please contact Benny at  
917-881-9149 for further 

information.

L'uomo di 72 anni cerca di un 
compagno per aiutare con 

 le attività 
domestiche quotidiane e le  

faccende domestiche  
(cucinare, pulire, farela spesa).  
3-4 giorni alla settimana per 4-5 

ore al giorno.  
Deve parlare L'italiano o 

 Siciliano.  
Contattare Benny a  
917-881- 9149 per 

ulteriori informazioni.

This Firm is Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corporation International, 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 •  (713) 522-5141

F©rederick F©uneral Home
192-15 NORTHERN BOULEVARD • FLUSHING, NY • (718) 357-6100 • www.frederick-fh.com

FUNERALS • CREMATION • ADVANCE FUNERAL PLANNING • 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE • NATIONAL TRANSFERABILITY • VETERANS GUIDE

•Painting •Carpentry • Plaster and Skimcoat 
•Sheetrock • Tile Work •Cement Work 
• Flooring •Upgrade Kitchens & Bath 

 Village Handyman 
Licensed & Insured 
 
Free Estimates /Owner Operated 
Senior Discount/ Local and Reliable

 (718) 225-4171 
(347) 514-5701

Performing Arts Centre 
208-42 Cross Island Parkway 

Bayside, NY 11360 
P: 718.279.3980 
F: 718.279.3981 

www.nadiadance.net 
Nadia’s Performing Arts Centre


