Church of Saint Mel

2615 [54th St., Flushing, NY 11354
(718) 886-0201 - Fax: (718) 886-0882

www.stmels-queens.org

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Joseph G. Fonti, S.T.L., Pastor
Rev. Italo Barozzi, In Residence
Msgr. Kevin B. Noone, In Residence
Deacon Joseph A. Freda

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturday - 9:00 A.M., 5:00 P.M. (Vigil)
Sunday - 7:30 A.M., 9:00 A.M. (Italian),
10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.

WEEKDAY MASSES
September - June
Monday - Friday: 7:00 A.M., 9:00 A.M.

July - Labor Day
Monday - Friday: 8:00 A.M.

CONFESSION
Saturday 11:00 - 12:00 P.M.
and by appointment at the Rectory.

ST. MEL'S CATHOLIC ACADEMY
154-24 26th Ave., Flushing, NY 11354
(718) 539-8211 Fax (718) 539-6563
www.stmelsacademy.org
Board Chair: Dominick Yezzo
Principal: Mrs. Amy Barron, M.A., M.S.Ed.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Kelsey Sheldon

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION
Paula Migliore
Faith Formation Office - (718) 461-9840

BAPTISMS
Call the Rectory Office for information at least one month
in advance.

MARRIAGES
Call the Rectorr Office for information and appointment
with a priest at [east six months prior to the date you wish.

NEW PARISHIONERS
We are always happy to welcome new parishioners into
the family of St. MeF. Stop in at the Rectory to register, ask
questions and meet the priests who gladly serve you.

PASTORAL CARE TO THE HOMEBOUND

We are concerned about parishioners who are
homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick.
If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is
unable to come to Mass - please do not hesitate to contact
the Rectory -718-886-0201. Visits will be happily
arranged for you.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & NOVENA
Each Monday after the 9:00 A.M. Mass.
Blessed Sacrament Devotions:
First Friday Adoration 9:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.
Daily Recitation of the Rosary: 8:30 A.M.

EVANGELIZATION
If you know of any Catholic, who is not attending Church
or receiving the Sacraments and desires help in returning,
please call or refer them to one of the priests at 718-886-
0201. All information is confidential.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Weekends by Appointment Only
Emergencies any time.
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— A few weeks ago, we turned our clocks back an hour to conserve
| daylight.

Today we turn our attention to “the Light” that never ends!

( | Called each Advent to renew our faith and hope in Jesus, the Church
encourages her children to do a spiritual prep for Christmas by listening
| more attentively to the Word of God and relying more readily on the
sl cuidance of the Holy Spirit.

| Foretold by the prophets of old and conceived in the womb of the Virgin
Mary, Jesus comes to us as He did to believers over 2,000 years ago, as
“the Light shining in the darkness.”

Bombarded by the world’s darkness, we are compelled more than ever to bask in His Light. As
many believe that an extra hour of daylight is good for our health and psyche, so too does the
Church wholeheartedly believe and profess that the Light of Jesus heals and saves us...can and
will save the world!

Available at the doors of the church this weekend are copies of the Word Among Us. Consider
using it as an aid this Advent to assist you in deepening your knowledge and love of the Sacred
Scripture.

I also encourage you to stand with me “in the light” as we gather on Friday, December 8",
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, at 6:00 PM for our Annual Tree Lighting.

May these next 4-weeks make each of us and our parish more radiate with the Light and Peace of
Christ.

Father Fonti

A Prayer for

"Bring your light and restoring presence to the
dark places in our lives. Bring your hope to hearts
that feel defeated. Bring your love and
compassion to those in pain.

A:0HOPE
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Bread & Wine

This week the Bread and Wine

Mass Intentions - December 3, 2023

1272 are donated in Loving
Norma & Ugo Ciacco, & Teresa Ribarich Memory Of.'

12/3

Marie Guerriero Thomas Farrell
Adriano Colalillo

Carmelo Giardina, Anna & Angelo Graci, & Americo Chima
Concetta DiMuro

Francesco Canale

Antonio Lalicata

The People of The Parish

Maria Palma, Giuseppe Bonforte, Maria & Stefano Smolizza,

Altar Candles

This week the Altar Candles
are donated in Loving Memory

Livio Smolizza, & Malfada Vucina

Domenico & Giovanna Brucculeri

12/4

of:
George DeVardo
Marie Samson ﬂ H Vincent Papa
12/5
Dorothea Addeo oar > Given by: Vincent &
Deceased Members of Matula, Gajdostik, & McMahon Families ’é p E ugenia P apa
12/6 O O

Ante Grando
Adriano, Nicolina, Gaudenzio Colalillo & Luisa Malatesta
12/7

Lino Magagna (Anniversary)

Sanctuary Candles

. This week the Sanctuary
t; ' Candle is donated in Loving
' Memory of:
Carmela & Benedict
¥ wy Zumpetta

Carlos Alberto Espinosa
12/8 Solemnity of The Immaculate Conception - Holy Day of Obligation
Louis Fonti

Maria Flaim

Joseph McEnerey
12/9 | S o
Kenneth J. Thornhill . > Given by: The DeAnnuntis

Nicoletta Signore & Roseann Genese | F amtly

Nicoletta Marino

Hernan & Herman Ramirez

Newly Enrolled in the
Lydia & Dominick Falivere (Happy Anniversary in Heaven) Purgatorial Society
12/10
Tony Mirkov N ovember, 2023
Domenico Zampini
Raymond & Gerarda Tamburro Edward Sitler
Salvatore Romano Mary Anne Lyons

The People of The Parish

Peter LaRocca

John A. Fernandez

Margaret & Patrick McGeever

The Purgatorial Mass is offered on the
d i , First Friday of each month at 7:00am.
: Enrollment in the Purgatorial Society is

) ] \< for the period of one year.




In your prayers...

Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers for
the sick members of our community and for all who
are in need. Amen

We pray for all those who are sick, especially:

Matt Z. e  Susan Caraher
Lisa Sperazza e  Brian Finnerty
Susan Trezioso e  Robert Muller
Nick Roberto e Lee Ragusa
Pasqualina Lucciola e  Paul Adessa
Julia Rollo e  Joanne Perricelli
Francesca Cecile Drenckhahn

Dottie Giordano
Siena Rose Romagnuolo

Angelo Ragonese
Nick O’Donnell

Patricia O’Donnell David G. .
Kristian Mendez Rosa Annibale
Jennifer Russo Patricia White

Mia Elizabeth Skaats

Roseann Orlando
Barbara Ann Luisi
Tom Sammel
Freda Cassini
Jacinta Carolan

Nicky O’Donnell
Jimmy Caraher
John Holmes
Venice Hernandez

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

]

[ )

[ )

[ )

[ )

[ )

[ )
Assunta Goldone e  Eileen McBride
Kruno Pandzic e Cami Yandoli
Carol Sturm e  Lynn Gallagher
Martha Catul e  John Paul Yezzo
Dominick Fortino e Niki Angelopoulous
RoseAnn Dell Apenna e  Valerie Albano Krug
Alida Addeo e  Bryan Day
Yolanda Gatti e Theresa Bedell
Patricia Parrish e  Karen Youdell
Carmen A. Leites e Angela Infantino
Carollynn Freeda e  Carol VitoBello
Anthony Marino e  Giovanna Palmese
Mario Sumberac ®  Anthony Rubinich
Helen Sumberac e  Olga Scopa
George Behringer ¢  Tom Hummel
Avery Santiago e Eddalacona
Ari Ortiz

We pray for those recently deceased from our parish:
Evon LaMagna, Eileen Lucchi, & Rita Riccardi

Parish Partnerships are seriously being considered
for our deanery and throughout our diocese. To help
us understand the process, I will be publishing in our
weekly bulletin our Sunday Mass attendance
numbers so that if in the future there is a change
made to our Mass schedule, we will understand that
the change was not solely predicated on the number
of parish priests, but on the data.

November 26, 2023
Mass Attendance Total = 697

5:00 PM—139
7:30 AM—103
9:00 AM—108
10:30 AM—177
12:00 PM—170

SIREUCEY

A blessing will be given to eyes t
at the end of the 9:00 AM Italian

Mass in honor of St. Lucy on

December 10th.

L R BN L 1 L T ; A
December 10th ’ ;
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The Peace Light Comes to
St. Mel’s !

The Girl Scouts of St. Mel’s will distribute
the peace light at the 5:00 PM Mass on
Saturday Night.

While candles will be provided you can
bring your own if you wish.

Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception

Holy Day of Obligation
Friday, December 8th

Mass Times:
7:00AM, 9:00AM, & 7:00 PM
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Saturday, December 9th
Begins at 7:30 PM
Father O’Malley Hall

$60.00 Per Person
Hot & Cold Buffet Dinner, Music, Dancing ﬁ

Open bar #

* 50/50 Tickets $20 each
RSVP:

Anthony Chiaramonte 646-261-0547 or tonychiaramonte33@gmail.com
Tony Flynn 917-376-5286 or ma2kflynn@yahoo.com
Frank Keppel 718-873-6759 or kepsenior@yahoo.com °




Giving Tree
November 27th through December 17th

The Giving Tree last year was a great success. Together we were able to gift each
group of religious women with $1,472, and thirty of our homebound parishioners,
cach with gift cards in the amount of $100—$150.

Anticipating another year of generous outpouring and love, we invite you to join us
as we brighten Christmas for these special groups: our parish Homebound, The
Bridge to Life, and our friends: The Sisters of St. Joseph, The Sisters of St.
Dominic and The Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm.

If you wish to support our outreach to the Homebound and The Bridge to Life you
can purchase a gift card (any amount) from: Raindew, Met Fresh, Marino’s, CVS,
or a children's store for The Bridge to Life. Your gift will not only benefit our local
merchants; but it will also make it easier for our Homebound parishioners to buy
what they need. If you prefer, please make a check out for your desired gift and a
member of the parish staff will purchase the gift card for you. The check should be
made out to St. Mel’s. In the memo, please indicate which business you wish to
support.

Similarly, if you wish to support our religious women, please write your check to
St. Mel’s and indicate in the memo which community you wish to support.

Please place your gift in the wooden boxes located at the entrances of the church.
Or if you wish, you can bring it to the rectory office.




At St. Mel’s Catholic Academy...

We are Grateful!

November Students of the Month

Our value of the month of November was Gratitude. Here at St. Mel's teaching and living out
gospel values is part of our mission. We are especially grateful for all of our students and for their
unique gifts and talents. We would like to congratulate the following students for sharing their
gracious spirit during the month of November:

3KA Emilia Enache 3KB Yong Ching Suriel 3KC Maximus Liew
PKA Riley Ho PKB Brayden Cordero PKC Marco Fabrizi

K1 Julianna DeClara K2 Logan Torres Gr. 1 Amanda Almonte
Gr. 2 Martin Arpi Gr. 3 Michael Lazaro Gr. 4 Jasmine Munoz

Gr 5 Koey Ma Gr. 6 Angelo Marino Wm/




vg ST. MEL'S

November 2023

Dear St. Mel's Families and Friends,

The Christmas season is quickly approaching and just as the birth of Jesus illuminates
our lives, we hope to illuminate St. Mel’s Catholic Academy and Church. With a $10 donation per
bulb, a light will shine brightly at St. Mel’s in honor of your family, relative, friend, special occa-
sion or special intention. You may request as many bulbs as you would like to help us celebrate
the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

If you would like to donate a bulb, please fill out the slip below and return it to school, or
place in Church collection basket, in an envelope marked “Christmas lllumination” by Monday
December 4th.

As Jesus is the light for all of our lives, we can symbolize his light by illuminating St. Mel’s
with thousands of bulbs. May the light of Jesus shine in our hearts, school, Church and commu-
nity during this Christmas season and always. Thank you for your support and dedication to St.
Mel's Catholic Academy and the greater St. Mel’'s community. We wish you and your family a
very blessed Christmas.

Merry Christmas!
Amy Barron

Name

Address

Number of bulbs

Amount enclosed

Special intention for the bulb(s). $10 per bulb

~ You can now pay us with Venmo!

2. Please write your name and
"Christmas lllumination”

3. in the description.

e @ Saint-Mels

5




Christmas Toy Drive
ik stmarys

Healthcare System for Children

DONATE A NEW,
LUNWRAPPED TOY FOR A
CHILO THIS CHRISTMAS!

Please join us this Holiday Season
in giving back to the community by
participating in a Holiday Toy Drive!
The Drive will run from November
20th through December 20th. Your
donations of new and unwrapped
toys will be brightening the holidays
for the children of St. Mary's
Children's Hospital!

Contact: Melissamcoppola@gmail.com
Robertstepheni3@agmailcom
Donnageett@gmail.com

Syt




Dwop Off Locations

Councilwoman Vickie Paladino's Office
20-15 Francis Lewis Blvd
Whitestone, NY 11357

Christie Lauren
14-33 150th St, Queens, NY 11357

Larry's Auto Collision
15054 12th Ave, Whitestone, NY 11357

Patsy's Pizzeria
21-64 Utopia Pkwy, Queens, NY 11357

Prime Realty
250-02 Northern Blvd, Little Neck, NY 11362

St. Mel's Catholic Academy
154-24 26th Ave, Queens, NY 11354

Stonegate Real Estate
2a Poole St, Oceanside, NY 11572

Trattoria 35
213-15 35th Ave, Queens, NY 11361

Whitepoint Cleaners
132-07 14th Ave, Queens, NY 11356 ‘ﬂ

-




Religious Education Program

St. Mel’'s Office of Faith Formation oversees the St. Mel School of Religion

Program which provides Religious Instruction to children in grades 1 through o ' = 7

8 who attend public schools. Through our Religious Education program, we L};?‘{‘T?\%g‘f‘ 48 ,wa%
seek to increase children’s awareness of the presence of God in their daily 7 5
lives through Scripture, prayer and an appropriate curriculum that teaches FOrmh in al'l'h
Catholic doctrine necessary for children to become good, practicing

Catholics. The program also prepares the children to complete their initiation

into the Catholic Church through the Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation. Classes are
held on Wednesdays from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm for Grades 1-5 and from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm for
Grades 6-8. If you have any questions regarding St. Mel’'s Religious Education program, please email
us at stmelfaithformation@gmail.com and mariamarotta@stmels-queens.org

SAVE THE DATE - Sunday, Dec. 10th, 2023 at 10:30 am Mass

Family Grade Mass for Children from St. Mel's Academy and School of Religion — Grade 7

All are invited for light refreshments and breakfast treats following Mass in O'Malley Hall.

_‘ ‘ Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults

Still not Confirmed?

This Class is For You

+ Are you a practicing adult Catholic + Are you interested in the Catholic
(18+) seeking the sacrament of faith?

Confirmation, who has been baptized + Have you been coming to church for
and have received your first Holy a while but are not Catholic?

Communion?
+ Have you been baptized Catholic or

If you answered yes, to this question, validly baptized in another Christian
we invite you to participate in our Adult denomination and wish to be fully
Confirmation Program which would initiated into the Catholic faith through
prepare you to receive the Sacrament the Sacraments of Confirmation and
of Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday, Communion?

May 28th. The Adult Confirmation

Program presents an overview of the If you answered yes to this question,
essentials of the Catholic Faith, we invite you to look deeper into the
focusing on immediate catechesis for Catholic faith through a process called
the reception of the sacrament of the Order of Christian Initiation of
Confirmation. The program includes Adults ("OCIA”") It is also adapted for
presentations, group discussion, older children.

reflection, and prayer.

If you are interested in learning more about these programs, contact the Office
of Faith Formation at stmelfaithformation@gmail.com or at 718-461-9840




Saint Mel’s Leisure Club meets

every Monday at 1:30 PM in

Father O’Malley Hall. Some come ,=
y for bingo. Some to play cards or

board games. All come for what

the Club offers: friendship and

camaraderie.

€3
‘(;}:I,:)'

The First Step is always the
hardest. It’s made easier when
it is not taken alone.

St. Mel’s hosts 2 Weekly
Meetings:

Mondays — 7:30 PM (Beginners)
Thursdays — 8:00 PM

Meetings are held in Serenity
Hall. Entrance on 26™ Ave /
School Yard

TO LIFE

The Bridge to Life is in need of children’s
clothes (all sizes) in good condition. For
more information please call Brian at Bridge
to Life 718-463-1810 or text 516-387-2055

Volunteers Needed
The Bridge to Life is in need of volunteers
on Wednesdays from 1-3PM to serve clients
and/or to sort clothing a few hours a week
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday). For more
information please call Brian at Bridge to
Life 718-463-1810 or text 516-387-2055

14-02 124th Street
www.thebridgetolife.org

TURN OFF
CELL
PHONES

\_ Chantk yow! Yy,

" NARANON OPEN MEETING

Looking for support?
Aloved one struggling with addiction?
YOU ARE NOT ALONE
" JOIN US TUESDAY EVENINGS FROM "‘\
W 7:30-9:00PM

Y Lower level of St. Mel School
Contact: Ann Acquaviva 201-400-7760
for more details

W,-‘s <% "a; w\\ ‘o = & .
VL J“;\ \.@. -

Defensive Driving

Saturday, December 9th

In the Men’s Club
9:00AM—3:30PM

$50
Call Marty: 631-360-9720
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The Immaculate Conception
EGERIA INSERTS

AR
JJQ/J of Mary

Without the benefit of modern science, the ancients
understood there was life in the pregnant womb. By the fourth
century, celebrations of the conception of Jesus on March 25,
nine months before Christmas day, began (called the
Annunciation because the Archangel Gabriel “announced” to
Mary that she would conceive Jesus). A century later, the Eastern
Church began celebrating the Feast of the Conception of the
Most Holy and All Pure Mother of God on December 9. This
celebration marking the beginning of Mary’s life became
extremely popular throughout the entire Church. In the West it
came to be observed on December 8.

After consultation with the world’s bishops, Pope Pius IX on
December 8, 1854, pronounced that “the most Blessed Virgin
Mary, in the first instance of her conception, by a singular grace
and privilege granted by Almighty God, in view of the merits of
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race, was preserved free
from all stain of original sin.” This declaration codified the belief
of the Roman Catholic Church and many Orthodox Churches.

Mary under the title of the Immaculate Conception is
Patroness of the Church in the USA (and the Diocese of
Brooklyn). December 8 is a Holy Day of Obligation.

Egeria Inserts are an endeavor of egeriathepilgrim.com




Caring for families for over 100 years

149-20 Northern Blvd.

Flushing, N.Y. 11354 Also located in Bayside & Whitestone

718-359-6300

The last family owned Martin A.

funeral firm in this bulletin

Visit our website:
www.gleasonsfuneral.com

eason

Funeral Home L.L.C.

Ray the Handyman
All home repairs. Basic & advanced
electrical, most appliances, tile, locks,
wmdows doors. Basic & advanced
Elumbmg, hot water heater service
installation. Gas boiler inspection
& service. 25 years experience.

/ fé; (a2
Performmg Arts Centre
208-42 Cross Island Parkway
Ba¥5| e, NY 11360
9.3980
F:718. 279 3981

St Mel Parishioner www.nadiadance.net
917-519-4560 Nadia’s Performing Arts Centre|
p. Celebrating 30 years serving ° +Painting ~Carpen_try + Plaster and Skimcoat
o 7/:60? J o HANDY W Sheetrock * Tile Work +Cement Work
3 o Northern Italian Cuisine Marlno Bros. J‘c’é’gﬁ_l + Flooring +Upgrade Kitchens & Bath
W Available for all catering events: Supermarket
Northern Italian Cuisine Christenings « Showers « Graduations Hot & Cold Catering Village Handyman (718) 225-4171

FOX’S GIFT SHOP 718-463-9674

d. Flushing

1\9 02 Nmthem Blv

o much more

Unique Gifts For Every Budget

FREE PROTECTED AND
ENCLOSED PARKING IN REAR
Service The Way You Remember It!

(hitestone
PHARMACY
150-43B 14th Ave.

(718) 767-0618
Free Pick Up & Delivery

Surgicals ¢ Nota
g Public &

Si Parla Italiano
Roberto & Nella Viola

Your Mom & Pop Store Is Back!

Birthdays * Funeral Luncheons
Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner
718-746-8456
154-03 Cross Island Parkway, Whitestone, NY

Gourmet Italian Special
Items * Domestlc &Im orted heeses
Boars Head Cold Cut:

539- 4078

163-07 29th Ave., Flushing

FRANK PETRUSO
ARCHITECT

QUALITY CUSTOM DESIGNS

Licensed & Insured (347) 514-5701

Free Estimates /Owner Operated
Senior Discount/ Local and Reliable

LAW OFFICES OF

Family owned and operated by
John Aloysius Golden &
Thomas A. Golden III

QUATELA

ARCHITECTS

(718)-886-1600
QUATELA-ARCHITECTS.COM

ELDER LAW, ESTATE PLANNING, FAMILY TRUSTS
PROTECT ASSETS WHILE RETAINING CONTROL

118-204-4746

PLANS - PERMITS - APPROVALS NN- MAR(G)%RZEIA\ 213-38 40TH AVE, BAYSIDE
718-762-8997  www.FPArchitect.com WWW.MYELDERLAWATTORNEY.COM
C o~~~ ong Term Skilled Nursing Care * Short-Term Rehab| SKINNER
HAP IV Hydration & Antibiotic Therapy Plumbing & Heating Corp
HOME Hospice, Respite & Palliative Care Licensed & Insured
%ng}) 165 Chapin Parkway, Jamaica Hills, NY

150 YEARS OF CARING
18692019
s

718-739-2523

Visit us online at www.chapinhome.org

(718) 343-8260
240- 21 Braddock Ave., Bellerose
24 Hour Emergency Service

Caroline Konnoth Physical Therapy, P.C.
PT SOLUTIONS THAT HELP YOU REACH HIGHER
149-65 24th Avenue, Whitestone, NY
718-359-1006 and 718-445-1006
Monday through Saturday and late Evenings

Locksmith
Service

-~ Auto * Home

Business

516-352-8316

Dr. Paul Addeo

Family Dentistry
With
A Gentle Touch

539-6655
Days - Evening.
142-04 Bayside Ave.

1100 Jericho Turnpike, New Hyde FIUShing
www.ablelockShop.com
& StateFarm *
72 year old male looking for a  L'uomo di 72 anni cerca di un l )
M Del Ins Agcy I ) I ’
a;/;?;m eg; ?Isn:ss Ag;{t ne companion to assist with daily ~ compagno per aiutare con r llll r l'illﬁll
y ' 8 household activities and chores le attivita emie g

25-02 Francis Lewis Blvd.
718-424-5353

manny.delmas.jfpj@statefarm.com|

domestiche quotidiane e le
faccende domestiche
cucinare, pulire, farela spesa).
3-4 giorni alla settimana per 4-5

(i.e cooking, cleaning, shopping).
Schedule 3-4 days a week for (
4-5 hours per day.

Must be able to speak
Italian or Sicilian.

ore al giorno.
Deve parlare L'italiano o
Siciliano.
Contattare Benny a
917-881- 9149 per
ulteriori informazioni.

Please contact Benny at
917-881-9149 for further
information.

*

Gredorick Dmenal Home

of Long Island

* Wedding Books = Color Flyers Call or email
® Save the Dates * Birth Announcements us for a free
* Invitations * Brochures uote today!
* Envelopes * Christmas Cards . L
* Thank You Cards

631-213-2128

premierprintingli@gmail.com

192-15 NORTHERN BOULEVARD « FLUSHING, NY -« (718) 357-6100 * www.frederick-fh.com
FUNERALS e CREMATION e ADVANCE FUNERAL PLANNING o 100% SERVICE GU RANTEE NATIONAL TRANSFERABILITY e VETERANS GUIDE
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